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Independent Schools Examination Board (ISEB) Common Pre-Tests

STAHS is among a number of leading independent schools using the ISEB Common Pre-Tests to assess
applicants. The assessment is produced by GL Assessment and is a secure and unbiased measure of each
pupil’'s attainment, ability and potential.

The tests are taken on a computer, take 2.5 hours in total, and are adaptive. This means that they will be
individual to each pupil, with the tests adapting to ensure that the questions are appropriate to each
pupil’s relative ability. This ensures that everyone taking the tests has a positive experience.

There are four separate tests:

e Mathematics

e English

e Verbal Reasoning

e Non-Verbal Reasoning

The Verbal Reasoning and Non-Verbal Reasoning tests are designed to test pupils’ ability and potential,
and the English and Mathematics tests are designed to test attainment.

Verbal reasoning tests common words, antonyms, word combinations, letter transfer and number codes.
Nonverbal reasoning tests shape analogies, classification of items and horizontal codes. The English tests
cover reading comprehension, sentence completion, spelling and punctuation. Maths tests are based on
the National Curriculum up to the end of Year 5.

The questions are all multiple choice. During the tests, pupils will have practice questions that explain
how they work before they have to complete the real questions. The final scores are standardised
compared with the whole cohort taking the tests, and are adjusted to take into account the age of each

pupil.
More information, from the ISEB can be found using these links:

ISEB Common Pre-Tests Parent Guide 1

ISEB Common Pre-Tests Parent Guide 2

ISEB Common Pre-Tests SEND Guidance

ISEB Common Pre-Tests Explainer

ISEB Common Pre-Tests Parents/Guardians Q&A

ISEB TEST WALKTHROUGH

There is no special preparation required for these tests. Pupils will complete practice questions during
the tests themselves, but they will undoubtedly find it valuable to feel comfortable with the look and feel
of the tests before they take them.

The ISEB Familiarisation Test gives pupils the opportunity to explore each of the four tests and better
understand how they will look on the day, and can be found here.


https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ISEB-Common-Pre-Tests-Registration-Guidance-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ISEB-Common-Pre-Tests-Preparing-your-Child-for-the-Tests-2023-24.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ISEB-Common-Pre-Tests-SEND-Guidance-2023-24.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ISEB-Common-Pre-Tests-Framework-2023-24-1.pdf
https://pretests.support.iseb.co.uk/support/solutions/101000250854
https://secure.testingforschools.com/player-demo-iseb/#/

PRACTICE TESTS
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard1-OutOneOut-Helvetica-Web.pdf

https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/1SEB-Postcard2-OutOneOut-Helvetica-Web.pdf

https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard3-OutOneOut-Helvetica-Web.pdf

https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard4-FindTheTwin-Helvetica-Web.pdf

https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard5-FindTheTwin-Helvetica-Web.pdf

https://www.iseb.co.uk /wp-content/uploads/2022/04/1SEB-Postcardé-Blocks-Helvetica-Web.pdf

Bond Online Premium Plus are endorsed by the ISEB and provide an online practice test platform with
questions and mock tests created by the ISEB. You can find this here.

We are sharing this information on these resources as you may find them useful, however STAHS does
not endorse any practice providers.


https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard1-OutOneOut-Helvetica-Web.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard2-OutOneOut-Helvetica-Web.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard3-OutOneOut-Helvetica-Web.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard4-FindTheTwin-Helvetica-Web.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard5-FindTheTwin-Helvetica-Web.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEB-Postcard6-Blocks-Helvetica-Web.pdf
https://www.century.tech/bond-online-premium-plus-iseb/?utm_source=iseb&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=iseb_website_june_2023

